Related literature
The title complex is as an important intermediate for the preparation of iodinated X-ray contrast media, see: Morin et al. (1987) ; Singh & Rathore (1980) ; Stacul (2001) ; Jin & Xiao (2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan (North et al., 1968) T Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The molecule of the title complex (Fig.1) is useful as an important intermediate for the preparation of iodinated X-ray contrast media, such as iotalamic acid, ioxitalamic acid, and Ioxilan, which are used clinically all over the world (Morin et al., 1987; Singh et al., 1980; Stacul et al., 2001) . We report here the crystal structure of title compound. The crystal data show that the bond lengths and angles are within expected ranges. TThe molecule is essentially planar: the maximum deviation from the weighted least-squares plane calculated through all the non-H atoms is 0.284 (2) The O-H···O hydrogen bonds bind the hydrogencarboxylates into pairs.
Experimental
Dimethyl 5-nitroisophthalic acid (956 mg, 4 mmol) was dissolved in hot methanol (6 ml), then sodium hydroxide (152 mg, 3.8 mmol) in methanol (2 ml) was added and refluxed for 30 min. Methanol was distilled off. The solid residue was extracted by warm water and the undissolved diester was filtered off. The filtrate was acidified with 1 mol/l hydrochloric acid (4 ml). The precipitate was filtered and washed with cold water. The crude product was purified by recrystallization.
Single crystals were grown by slow evaporation of a ethanol/water (v/v 1:1) solution: colourless block-shaped crystals were formed after several days.
Refinement
All the H atoms could have been discerned in the difference electron density maps. With exception of the hydrogen belonging to the hydroxyl group of the hydrogencarboxylate the hydrogens were situated into the idealized positions and refined in riding motion approximation. The hydroxyl hydrogen was refined freely. The used constraints: C aryl -H = 0.93 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C aryl ); C methyl -H = 0.96 Å, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl). Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level.
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Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.021
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.3º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 2.7º T = 293(2) K h = 0→8 ω/2θ scans k = 0→10 Absorption correction: ψ scan (North et al., 1968) l = −17→17 Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y, −z+1; (ii) −x+3, −y+1, −z+1.
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